
Van Gogh Style SELF PORTRAITS 
 

 
 

Project Objectives:  

 
T.S.W. explore portraiture, Vincent Van Gogh, and Impressionism. 

T.S.W. create a self-portrait in the Impressionist style using oil pastels. 

T.S.W. explore typography to apply in border design. 

 

Procedures (Steps): 
 

1. Bring in a photograph of yourself. (Photo should be close up).  

 

2. Create a rough draft self-portrait to become familiar with the grid technique and 

drawing proportions of the face. 

 

3. Using your image as a reference, create a contour outline drawing of yourself on 

paper. 

 

4. Begin using oil pastels to create your portrait. 

 

5. Create a typographic border including lyrics from your favorite song or a quote. 

 

Grading Criteria: 
 

You must… 
1. Use at least 3 sets of complimentary colors (background, face/hair, clothes). 

2. Use distinctive and energetic “brushstrokes” (oil pastels) in all areas of the portrait. 

3. Include a typographic border. 

4. Accurately resemble the style of a Van Gogh impressionist portrait. 

 
*Refer to Grading Rubric 

 

 


